
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING OF MAY 26, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 

Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, 

Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to waive the read of the minutes to the following 

meetings:  Commissioner Meeting of May 12, 2020 and the Work Sessions of January 16, 

2018, February 5, 2018, February 20, 2018 and April 16, 2018.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

seconded the motion, and announced that she would not be able to vote on the 2018 

minutes as she was not a Commissioner at that time.  The Mayor and Commissioner Kasko 

then voted to approve all the minutes, and Commissioner Bianco Bezich voted to 

approve the minutes for the May 12, 2020 Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Mayor Rochford announced the proclamation naming June 5, 2020 as Gun Violence 

Awareness Day and provided a brief background on the inclusion of this proclamation 

within the Borough.  He further noted that during these trying times due to COVID-19 

pandemic there are concerns regarding the potential increase in the number of suicides.  

The Borough will be lighting the Borough Hall orange on June 5th through the 7th to help 

bring awareness to this important day. 

 

Ordinance 2020-02 was then introduced for first reading, which is for the preservation of a 

CAP bank.  Commissioner Kasko noted that this ordinance is adopted annually by the 

Borough and allows for an increase from 2.5% to 3.5% of the CAP bank held by the 

Borough.  The second reading and Public Hearing will be held on this ordinance at the 

June 26, 2020 regularly scheduled Commissioner Meeting.  As there were no questions 

asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

Next, Mayor Rochford asked Commissioner Kasko for an update on the status of the 2020 

Borough Budget.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the revenues for the Borough are 

currently being reviewed, and noted that there are no State Aid figures reported as yet.  

He finished by noting that the budget will be tight for this year, as well as for 2021.  The 

Mayor then asked if information was available on the current collection rate.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that he would have more information after June 1, 2020, 

which is the deadline for paying taxes. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions asked: 

 

2020-05-26-062 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2020-05-26-063 Authorization to Conduct Annual Budget Self Examination 

 

Once Resolution 2020-05-26-064 was introduced, which authorized the Borough to mail 

estimated tax bills for the third quarter 2020, the Administrator commented on errors within 

the resolution.  As questions arose regarding these errors, Commissioner Kasko made a 

motion to withdraw the resolution from the agenda.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.   The Borough Administrator 

explained why an estimated tax bill would be necessary for the third quarter tax payment. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions asked: 

 

2020-05-26-065 Authorization to Sign 3-Year Agreement the County of Camden 



2020-05-26-066 Authorization to Appoint Interim Electrical, Plumbing, Building and Fire 

Inspector 

 

Next, Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided a brief overview of the work being done in 

the Construction Office, as well as the Police and Fire Departments, and the Ambulance 

Association.  She noted that the Borough has received additional Personal Protection 

Equipment (PPE) from Camden County.  Additionally, the Fire Department has received a 

$900 reimbursement grant from New Jersey American Water (NJAW) for the repair to a 

valve at the Fire House.  She finished by stating that everyone is doing an excellent job in 

these trying times. 

 

Mayor Rochford provided a brief overview of the Memorial Day ceremony held by 

American Legion Post 38. 

 

The Mayor then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, asked for an update on the status the downtown businesses, 

as well as when they would be able to be open for business.  Mayor Rochford replied that 

he had spoken with the Governor’s Aide recently on this topic.  They are looking into 

opening restaurants for dining room seating, and non-essential businesses are open for 

curb-side pickups.  The Governor has held off on opening the libraries at this time.  

Additionally, 10 people are allowed for gatherings inside and 25 people outside, as long 

as social distancing and required PPE are followed.  The Commissioners are still working on 

opening the Borough Hall to the public.  We are awaiting guidance from the State, which 

is opening new things quickly.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich reviewed what is being done 

through the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH).  A survey has been sent out to all 

business landlords and tenants to gauge what is happening there and phone meetings 

have been held with PfH, who will be having a full board member meeting on May 27th at 

8:30 a.m.  PfH is working on their fall events and any safety concerns that may still be 

necessary at that time.  Currently there are red and green zones on Kings Highway for 

curb-side pickups.  Work is being done on another survey to go out to all the businesses in 

town, the Commissioners are reaching out to the State Legislature to keep abreast of what 

is happening there.  Also being discussed are how the personal services businesses will be 

able to move forward.  Mr. Hess expressed his appreciation for all the hard work being 

done. 

 

John Sullivan, Windsor Avenue, asked if the Commissioners could provide updates on the 

affects to the Borough’s revenue collection versus the target amounts.  Commissioner 

Kasko indicated that this could be possible, maybe after the June 1st tax deadline. 

 

As there were no further questions from the public, Commissioner Bianco Bezich and the 

Borough Administrator provided an update on a recent meeting with Community 

Investment Strategies (CIS), the Borough’s Affordable Housing Developer.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich stated that there were several locations for off-site affordable units that 

were going to be looked into.  The Commissioners were asked if they would give their 

approval to put in bids on parcels, when an asking price was such that it was likely that 

the property would be sold quickly.  The Commissioners agreed.  The next steps in this 

process were discussed, i.e. agreements to be signed with CIS, good faith deposits on 

properties, etc. 

 

Mr. Hess asked if the money for the deposits would be taken from the Fair Share Housing 

Trust Fund.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that this was correct.  Mr. Hess then asked 

if the Borough would have to sign an indemnity agreement with CIS that was similar to that 

with the Bancroft Developer over these affordable units.  He further stated that he had 

issue with the Borough purchasing additional properties when they have not dealt with the 



properties already owned.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that no agreement had 

been signed with CIS as yet.  Additionally, the Planning Board and/or Zoning Board would 

have to approve utilizing a property as a duplex or a triplex, if originally a single-family 

home, or the property could be such that the only thing to be done was to place the site 

under a deed restriction.  The Borough Solicitor then reviewed the use of indemnity 

clauses.  Lastly, Mr. Hess asked how the density at the Snowden Parking Lot site would be 

handled.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich explained how the Borough is looking at potentially 

utilizing various locations throughout town as in-fill sites. 

 

As there were no further questions asked, Commissioner Bianco Bezich announced that 

effective May 1, 2020 Office Mike Caruso retired from the Haddonfield Police Department.  

As a result the following promotions will be made: 

 

Rich Walker will be promoted to Sergeant 

Kevin Grygon will be promoted to Corporeal 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


